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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 1646 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, UR, IS 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI REACTION TO BREZHNEV'S CONGRESS SPEECH 
REF: MOSCOW 2975 (NOTAL) 

1 . ISRAELI MFA OFFICIAL (RAVIV) TOLD US THE MINISTRY SEES 
THE MIDDLE EAST PORTION OF BREZHNEV S CONGRESS SPEECH AS 
A REPEAT OF BASIC SOVIET POLICY LINES, ALTHOUGH ADMITTING 
THAT SOME OBSERVERS FOUND INDICATIONS OF FLEXIBILITY. HE 
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HIGHLIGHTED THREE POINTS FROM THAT PORTION OF BREZHNEV'S 
SPEECH WHICH ARE OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO THE ISRAELIS: 
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2. FIRST, HE NOTED BREZHNEV'S MENTION OF GUARANTEES FOR 
A POSSIBLE MIDDLE EAST SOLUTION. ALTHOUGH THIS IS NOT A 
NEW THEME (HE RECALLED IT FIRST APPEARED IN THE FOUR POWER 
TALKS IN NEW YORK IN 1970), THE MFA SEES IT AS AN INDICA- 
TION OF CONTINUING SOVIET INTEREST IN PARTICIPATION IN ANY 
MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT. 

3. SECOND, HE NOTED THE CARE USED IN DISCUSSING THE PLO. 

THE MINISTRY BELIEVES THE SOVIET LEADERS HAVE THEIR OWN 
GOOD REASONS FOR THIS CARE, AND SEE IT REFLECTED IN OTHER 
RECENT STATEMENTS SUCH AS GROMYKO'S LETTER TO WALDHEIM AND 
SOVIET STATEMENTS IN THE JANUARY SESSION OF THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL. 

4. THIRD, HE NOTED BREZHNEV'S STATEMENT OF SOVIET SUPPORT 
FOR THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE OF THE ARABS. WHILE CAUTIOUS, 

HE BELIEVES THIS MAY INDICATE THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS LESS 
PREPARED TO SUPPORT AN ARAB MILITARY STRUGGLE. 
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